2008 Post Annual General Meeting (AGM) Update

Thanks to the members who attended this year’s AGM held at the Hotel Fort Garry on November 6, 2008.  A total of 32 members took in a panel presentation on recent trends in the real estate market, a compressed General Meeting and election of officers, an opportunity to socialize over dinner and a thought-provoking presentation by Glen Murray, now President and CEO of the Canadian Urban Institute in Toronto.  The following will highlight some of the key items presented at the Meeting. 
Gerry Couture advised that the Institute’s fiscal year is based on the calendar year, and therefore, a final tabulation of the budget cannot be presented until a later date.  He indicated that we are in sound financial shape with a significant surplus generated from the CIP Conference proceeds, thanks to a successful conference held in Winnipeg this year.  The MPPI portion of membership fees was raised this year, but only to reflect annual inflation.  

A good relationship continues to be fostered between MPPI and the U of M Planning School with practitioner and student cooperation on a number of projects, and financial support to students for awards, conferences and student participation in events.
The CPL and Events Committees worked closely together to provide opportunities for members to generate Learning Units that recognize completion of professional development activities. The program slate included a range of learning as well as social and student-oriented events, plus volunteer participation in coordinating the joint CIP Conference.  The CPL Committee continued to refine its processes and procedures and deliver the Mentorship Program in association with the University.
Communications were improved over the past year with enhancements to the website and regular e-Bulletins to members.  There are also revenue opportunities in this area from job postings that offset the cost of web support.
A few new members were elected to Council for the 2008-2009 year. Following is the current composition of the Executive Committee:

Valdene Buckley, President (new 2-year term)

Gerry Couture, Past President/CIP Rep (new 2-year term)

Misty Sklar (re-elected for new 2-year term)

Richard Milgrom, University Liaison (new 2-year term)

Dianne Himbeault (2nd year of 2-year term)

Molly Johnson (2nd year of 2-year term)

Noah Yauk (2nd year of 2-year term)

Meagan Boles (new 2-year term)

Amy Jordan (new 2-year term)

Richard Mahe/Sarah Cooper, Student Rep (new 1-year term)

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to direct them to any Council member. We look forward to receiving your input and feedback on MPPI issues and activities. 
Valdene Buckley, MCIP, CMMA

President (2008-2009)
